Youth cancer education through a combined American Cancer Society-Boy Scouts of America pilot program.
A pilot cancer education program for Boy Scouts in grades six through nine was developed. Motivation to complete requirements was provided by awarding a "Cancer Awareness Patch." Content of the program included health issues related to smoking and tobacco use, diet, and sun exposure, plus education about the practice of testicular self-examination, and sunscreen usage. Retention of factual material was good up to 18 months post-program. Participants developed positive attitudes toward lifestyle development and volunteerism. The program is recommended for supplementation of school health promotion curricula.